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A 
year ago a new editorial team with 
myself as editor in chief took over 
the publication of Kidney Interna-
tional. The new editors have pursued 
the same goals as the previous editorial team: 
to publish articles devoted to important top-
ics and advances in all areas of nephrology and 
its scientific basis. Thanks to the continuity of 
the editorial policy of KI, its impact factor, an 
index of its value to the scientific community, 
has steadily increased from 4.8 in 1998 to 6.6 
in 2011 (its impact factor for 2012 will appear 
in July 2013). KI now ranks as the number two 
nephrology journal devoted to publishing orig-
inal research papers worldwide among a total of 
over 40 nephrology journals. KI also continues 
to attract a high number of manuscript submis-
sions, close to 1500 per year, of which only the 
most scientifically qualified can be published. 
This selection process requires rigorous peer-
review evaluation of all submissions by the 
editorial team and by a considerable number 
of highly qualified clinical- and basic-science 
reviewers. Without the voluntary contribution 
of our reviewers’ expertise and time, the evalu-
ation of manuscripts would not be possible, and 
KI gratefully acknowledges the enormous ser-
vice and sacrifice by our reviewers on behalf of 
the renal community. KI also highly appreciates 
the vital input of the statisticians, who help the 
editorial team in evaluating this crucial aspect 
of clinical research papers.
In 1996 KI increased the frequency of its 
publication from once a month to twice a 
month without increasing the total number of 
articles published per year. This was done to 
reduce the size and weight of each issue, and 
thereby make it more convenient for the reader 
to handle. In spite of this comfort advantage, 
a recent survey showed that more than 70% 
of KI readers would prefer that we return to a 
monthly publication schedule.
As of January 2013 KI will therefore return 
to publishing one issue per month. This will be 
accomplished without reducing the total number 
of articles published per year, and in fact the 
journal plans to increase the total number of 
published articles. Each monthly issue will 
have the same, if not a greater, number of 
articles as two semimonthly issues combined. 
The monthly issues will contain a balanced 
collection of articles covering all aspects of 
clinical and basic investigation in nephrology, 
including renal transplantation. The expanded 
issues will thereby contain articles of interest 
for everyone in nephrology, while still of 
a convenient overall size. The reduction in 
advertisements experienced by all medical 
journals during the past decade will also 
contribute to keeping each issue a manageable 
size for handling by our readers.
The main goal of the KI editorial team 
remains to publish cutting-edge and highly 
significant articles from all  aspects of 
nephrology. Expanding the areas of expertise 
and geographical diversity of the associate 
editors has provided a high degree of 
international visibility that has already helped 
to that end. In addition to vetting the Editorial 
Board, whose members serve three-year terms, 
we have expanded the Board to broaden our 
expertise in all aspects of nephrology.
To keep KI readers up to date on the exciting 
new developments in basic science, including 
genetics, cell and molecular biology, physiology, 
and immunology, we will accompany original 
articles with Commentaries and Reviews 
stressing the translational implications 
for clinical nephrology. In short, KI will 
continue its more than 40-year tradition as 
the preeminent journal of the international 
nephrology community. To ensure our 
continued success, we count on all of our 
readers to submit their most exciting work 
to KI, and you in turn can count on the KI 
editors to handle your submissions in the 
most professional and competent manner and 
eventually publish your work in a format to 
maximize its impact within the nephrology 
community and beyond. Thus KI will continue 
to follow its up, up and away surge in 2013.
Wishing you all a happy and successful 2013 
on the part of the entire editorial team of KI.
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